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Like probably many organisations, the Airport Regions
Council has gone through 2021 with many expectations,
plans, projects, and goals that have been increasingly
complicated to fulfil due to the continuous changes of
the pandemic regulations. But even in spite of this wave
situation, ARC has succeeded in achieving its objectives,
which I would like to share with you proudly as the ARC
President.
First of all, let me thank my colleagues from the Executive Committee for their excellent work and continuous
support during these last 12 months, and in particular
Ms Raquel Sánchez, ARC Vice-president whom I would
like to warmly congratulate for her appointment last July
as the Spanish Minister of Transport, Mobility and Urban
Agenda. I would also like all of us to remember Mr Freddie Cooper, who, unfortunately, passed away in June.
Last but not least, I would also like to express my thanks
to all ARC Members for their commitment to our organisation and for the trust they have decided to put in me
for the next three years as the newly re-elected ARC
President. I will do my best to fulfil our common goals
and to improve the quality of life of the citizens living in
cities and regions with an airport in their territory.
ARC can be proud of all the work accomplished in 2021
and its achievements. Regarding the ARC activities linked
to the EU funded projects, Horizon 2020 ANIMA ended
on December 16 with a hybrid event attracting more
than 150 participants not only to share the excellent results of the project but also to underline once more that
noise remains the primary disturbance to people living
around airports.
In my opinion, this implies that we have to keep up our
efforts to minimise and manage this issue at the European, national and regional levels. Although ANIMA finished on December 16, the Green Call OLGA (hOlystic
Green Airports) project started under the leadership of
the ADP Group in October, which means ARC has already been very active in dealing with its challenges and
tasks.

Other submissions to projects are in their administrative
process, and ARC is already participating in the preparation of three more.
Regarding our visibility, 2021 has also been a very successful year thanks to the Memorandum of Understanding signed with EUROCONTROL and aiming at sharing
efforts towards green aviation with special attention given to the CEM process, where ARC has been chosen as
one of the members of the Zero Pollution Stakeholder
Platform.
ARC participated in its kick-off meeting and will put forward the proposal to create and lead the sub-group in
charge of transport noise. Another important achievement, as in previous years, is the ARC contribution to
the EASA Environment Report of European Aviation and,
last but not least, ARC cooperation with ERAC (European Regional Airport Council), ERA (European Regional
Airlines Association) and the Committee of the Regions
to organise a couple of webinars about regional aviation.
With the wish that 2022 brings the end of the pandemic
and the recovery of the aviation sector based on sustainable and social pillars for the goodness of the quality
of life of all citizens, I invite you to read the ARC 2021
activity report, where you will find a summary of our
work.

Erich Valentin
ARC President,
Member of the Vienna City Council and the State Parliament,
chairman of the Committee for Innovation,
Urban planning and Mobility
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PROJECTS’ SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS
WEBINARS

3 HYBRID EVENTS

150 RECIPIENTS
4K SUBSCRIBERS
UNIQUE
2,3K VISITORS

4K FOLLOWERS
1,5K FOLLOWERS
>750 REGISTRATIONS
>600 REGISTRATIONS

APPROXIMATE

TOTAL

ENGAGEMENT

5 – 10K
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PROJECTS
Horizon 2020

ANIMA
Aviation Noise Impact Management through Novel Approaches
www.anima-project.eu
ANIMA is a people-oriented research project on aviation noise. The project
aims to identify and diffuse best practices to lower the noise annoyance endured by communities around airports. The consortium comprises European
aeronautical research centres and academies and is led by the French aerospace research institute ONERA (l’Office national d’études et de recherches
aérospatiales).
Horizon 2020

LGA

OLGA
hOListic Green Airport
www.olga-project.eu

hOListic Green Airport

This project has started on October 1st, 2021 and it supports the EU Green
Deal. OLGA will develop innovative sustainable measures for reducing both airside and landside emissions, while improving energy efficiency, air quality, biodiversity, and waste management. Focusing on boosting environmental performance at airports from flight operations, passenger and freight, and community
perspectives, OLGA is uniquely positioned to showcase innovative sustainability
measures and to prove scalability and EU-wide applicability.
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All our publications are available at
airportregions.org/publications

PUBLICATIONS

Meetings attended in 2021
Future of the European Aviation ECAC Environmental Forum
Aviation Roundtable
US–EU Safe and Sustainable Aviation meeting
FF55 Aviation Stakeholder Forum, organised by DG MOVE
Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform meeting
Aurora advisory board meetings
EAER advisory board meetings
Meetings attended as speaker
“Future of Barcelona Airport” – organised by CSTSC
TEN-T revision – organised by CPMR
“How to become a pioneering airport region in striving towards climate neutrality“– organised by City of Vantaa
“Future of regioanal aviation in Russia”
“Unmanned Cargo Vehicles”
POLIS conference in Gothenburg
Webinars and hybrid events organised in 2021
“How Aiports, Regions and Airlines use Collaborative Environmental Management” – webinar together with
EUROCONTROL
“Airport Governance: Public, Private, Corporate” – webinar
“Quality of Life in Airport Communities beyond the ICAO Balanced Approach” – webinar in the frame of ANIMA
project
“New Approaches to mitigate aviation noise impact” – hybrid event in the frame of ANIMA project
Workshop together with with DG RTD during the EU Regions week
Webinar with CoR ERAC and ERA “Regions and Airports: Shared recovery”
ANIMA project’s Final Hybrid Event

Aviato
BarcelonaTech
Committe of the Regions
DG MOVE
DG ENVI
DG RTD
DLR
EASA
ERAC
EUROCONTROL
Groupe ADP
MMU
NLR
ONERA
SENASA
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Erich Valentin
ARC President

Raquel Sánchez

Vladimir Vytyska
Mayor of Únětice, CZ

Mayor of Gavà, ES
until July
Current Minister of Transport in Spain

Alexandre Pueyo
Councillor of the Val d’Oise
County Council, FR
until June

Rouven Kötter
Deputy Director of
Regionalverband
FrankfurtRheinMain, DE

Ritva Viljanen
Mayor of Vantaa, FI

Jordi Candela
Freddie Cooper
Managing Director of
Fianna Fáil Councillor, IE
Aeroports de Catalunya, ES
until June
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Cathal Boland

Member of Fingal
County Council, IE

Gemma Badia
Mayor of Gavà, ES
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Project Manager
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Alena Maximova
Communication Officer
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